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weak arguments should be treated with indulgence
because they are directed against sacred persons and
better times. In order to form a due estimate of
them, we must now consider with some attention the
site of Jerusalem.

172. Jerusalem in our Lord's time occupied four
hills : Sion, on which was the city of David, or the
upper city, on the south (A) ; on the north of it,
Acra, the site of Jerusalem proper, or the lower city
(B) ; to the east of Acra, Moriah, on which was the

really such, till qritics are agreed what that distance is.   " Iter
Sabbaticum octo stadia excepit aut totum xnilliare."   Light-
foot, Chorogr. in Matt, 40.    Elsewhere he says, " Itcr Sab-
baticum ex septem et "dimidio," in Luc. xxiv. 50, adding, that
it was "bis mille cubitorum."   Yet, Comment, in Act. i. 12.
he says that, while the Sabbatical distance is nine stadia if the
cubit is three feet, it is but four and a half if the cubit be a foot
and a half-; and that the latter is the true calculation.    " What
space is a Sabbatical journey ?" says Drnsius in Poole's Sy-
nopsis i " in the number two thousand most agree; but some
say cubits,   others   paces,  Jerome  feet,   Origen  ells,   which
Origen's translator calls cubits."    De Dieu (ibid.) with Light-
foot in Act. makes the cubit a foot and a half, or the Sabbati-
cal journey about five stadia, which is the distance of Mount
Olivet, according to" Josephus, and the actual distance of the
Church of the Ascension, from Jerusalem.   Grotius considers
it eight stadia.     Reland quotes  Origen for its being eight
(Falsest i. 52. fin.), but thinks this too much ; and quotes Epi-
phanius for its being six, which according to him (vid. Wolf in
Act. Ap. i. 12.) would make the Sabbatical journey a quarter
of an hour's walk.   It must be added that, if the  Church
of the Ascension is short of the Sabbatical distance (which, as
we see, it is not proved to be), at all events Bethany is in
excess of it